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As part of the Governor General’s Lecture Series 
Writer Roch Carrier speaks at UQAM and Concordia 


Montreal, October 1, 2007 — As part of the Governor General’s Lecture Series, 
author Roch Carrier will present two lectures: one in French at UQAM and a 
second one in English at Concordia University. His lectures will focus on his 
career as a writer. Carrier will also host events at four other universities across 
Canada as part of this series. Entrance to these events is free. For more 
information visit: 

http://www.rsc.ca/index.php?page_id=188&lang id=2&news id=51 


UQAM: Les voyages extraordinaires d’un homme penché sur une feuille blanche 
Monday, October 15, 2007, at 7:30pm in the Boiseries room in the Judith-Jasmin 
building located at 405 Ste Catherine East (corner St Denis). The lecture will be 
followed by a reception 


Concordia University: The Extraordinary Travels of a Man Bent Over a Blank 
Sheet. Friday, October 19, 2007 at 7:30 p.m. at the Oscar Peterson Concert Hall 
on Concordia’s Loyola Campus (7141 Sherbrooke St. West) 


Roch Carrier’s Lecture 


The prolific French-Canadian novelist, playwright, essay writer and former 
National Library of Canada librarian will make a presentation about how his 
writing allowed him to travel. The perfect vehicle to learn about life and human 
history, Carrier’s literature carried him to places and experiences and allowed 
him to discover the world. 


Biography 


Roch Carrier was born May 13, 1937, in Sainte-Justine, Quebec. From the time 
he was a young boy, he knew he wanted to be a writer. Many of his novels, short 
stories, plays, film and television scripts, essays, travel books and works of 
poetry have become classics. Some of his greater successes include La guerre, 
yes sir! (1968), the children’s story the Hockey Sweater (which the National Film 
Board made into a short film) and his second book about hockey legend “Rocket” 
Richard, Our Life with the Rocket (2001). 


His collection of tales, Jolis deuils (1964) earned him a Concours Littéraires du 
Québec prize in 1965. Roch Carrier is one of Quebec’s most-read authors within 
English-speaking Canada. 


Roch Carrier has also been a teacher, beginning in 1964 when he joined the 
French Department of the College militaire royal de Saint-Jean where he taught 
until 1970. He continued his teaching career at the Université de Montréal in 
1970 - 1971. In 1971, he was appointed secretary general of the Théatre du 
Nouveau Monde and, in 1978, he obtained a doctorate in literature from the 
Sorbonne. 


In 1992, he became a member of the Order of Canada, and from 1994 to 1997, 
he was the director of the Canada Council for the Arts. In October 1999, Roch 
Carrier's career took another turn when he became the National Librarian of 
Canada, where his work has led to the removal of user fees from the AMICUS 
database and the launch of the Digital Library of Canada. 


-30- 
Sources : 
Huguette Lucas Tanya Churchmuch 
Press Relations Officer Senior Media Relations Advisor 
Communications Service Concordia University 
UQAM Media Relations 
Tel: 514 987-3000, ext. 6832# Tel: 514.848.2424 ext. 2518 
lucas.huguette@uqam.ca Cell: 514.518.3336 


tanya.churchmuch@concordia.ca 


